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^ HJNGTON^J^rmerPresiLlerit Gerald Ford yesterday staunchly 
totaF k/T Commission’s investigation into the assassination 
|e Slfc K dy ’ ch a r Sfg th tt critics might have deliberately Aisled 

befb^ 4mislSelect Committee on Assassinations, 
m >°j: d conceded t ^ a r t the commission would have investigated further had 
♦ Fi^rCastro 0111 CA mvoivement with aItem Pts to. kill Cuban Premier 

-But, he said, he is confident that the final conclusion -that Lee 

“* ° SWa d W3S the lone assassin of Kennedy- would have remained 

ui© same. 


^aFord served on the seven-member commission in 1963 and 1964 
— BEHe he. was a Michigan congressman. - 

^Secprity was heavy in the hearing room for the former president’s 

“ i^rina h d " a ' h f tesdn \ or i y ’ Wlth observers required to remain seated 
during his entrance and departure. • 

7 Ford b one' of only three living members of the commission which 

' noDonsphatore ^ Kenned - V was murdered by a Iona assassin with 


, “Critics who have attained the widest publicity deliberately or neg- 
p ligently misled the American people by misstating facts or eliminating 
facts in their discussions,” Ford charged. r 

'' )*¥ Pointed to strong evidence that bullets from Oswald's rifle were the 
ones that Rilled President Kennedy. 

— Fn too many cases; critics Of the Warren Cbiwmission have either 
misstated or omitted facts developed by the commission and in the pro- 
! cess have led the public to have less than full support for the commis- 
sjon s conclusions,” he said. 

a ! so defended the commission’s failure to create its own 
■' investigative unit, in light of recent disclosures that the FBI and CIA 
effectively withheld information from the commission during the 
’ investigation. , 


“In my judgment, the Warren Commission made a proper decision 1 
that it was inadvisable to recruit a totally new investigative staff,” he 
v ’We felt it was far better to employ a limited group of very outs- 
• tending lawyers ... to work with various investigative agencies of the 
< g° ver ntnent — the FBI, the CIA aijil Secret Service:” 

i i deny that the investigation into th.e assassination' was 

, denaent, he said. “I have seen no new evidence to change my view.” 

7 Ford himself was the target of two assassination attempts during his 
terr n as president from August 1974 to January 1977. 

~ testifying, before the committee was the commission’s general 
j. < dnd t ormer New York City Corporation Counsel J. Lee Rankin. 

■ .. Jr nkin ccmcurrcd ^th Ford’s assertion that despite the failure of the 

FBI and CIA to fully disclose relevant material, “the commission would 
not have arrived at any other different conclusions.” 

“h w as Quite disheartening to know that type of conduct was part of ' 
our intelligence agencies at that high level/’ Rankin added. “We 
thought they were more professional to do anything' of that character ” 



